BRITISH SHIPPING
foreign countries is very different. Only about half the
goods imported by Great Britain from foreign countries
is carried in British ships. About two-thirds of the
goods exported by Great Britain to other countries are
carried in British ships, and about half the goods which
represent a re-export of previously imported goods.
It is not within the power of the British government to
increase the share of British shipping in the carrying
of Great Britain's export goods. If every country in
the world discriminated in favour of its national flag
where imports were concerned, then that would mean
that the half of Great Britain's exports which are now
carried in British ships would then be carried in the
ships of their countries of destination. An improve-
ment in the position of British shipping would come
about only if there were discrimination in favour of
British shipping with regard to the carrying of Great
Britain's imports, 50 per cent, of which are now carried
by foreign ships.
If we make our calculations on the basis of 1936
figures with regard to the exact advantage likely to
accrue to British shipping from any discrimination in
favour of British ships in the transport of British imports,
we find that the advantage would consist in the carry-
ing of supplementary cargoes to a total value of 100
million pounds. In 1936 that was about a thirteenth
part of the total value of British foreign trade, i.e. not
very much.
On the other hand, Great Britain would lose the
whole of that shipping business which she now enjoys
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